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Principal’s Comments

Term 3

As we end our third and final term of the 2020-21 school year this
is @ reminder to students to continue to work hard and persevere in
their learning. The final term is shorter than the second term and
students have had less time to complete projects and assignments
and prepare for tests and exams. This means that life skills such
as setting priorities, time-management and resilience are vital for
success during the final academic term of a school year. OGCIS
teachers are always available for additional instructional support

after classes in our office. Thank you to parents for your support!
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Year-end Parent Communication Survey &3k 131=4->3> 7>¥—-b

We would like to request that parents and guardians provide us with some feedback about the 2020-2021
school year by completing a year-end survey. You can access the survey through QR Code or Edmodo.
Thank you for your feedback and cooperation.
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Staffing Updates #BEES(CRIT3HH5E

We are saddened to announce the departure of Ms. Aoi Kitaoka, our BC
Assistant at OGCIS from the end of February. We shall miss her, and we
all wish her the best of success in her future career endeavors and in
life! We would like to express our gratitude for the excellent service that
Ms. Kitaoka provided for her nearly two years working at OGCIS.

Please join me in welcoming Ms. Yoshiko Higuchi, who is a recent
graduate from Kwansei Gakuin University, as our new BC Office
Assistant. You can read her self-introduction on the left.
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Our final staffing update is to introduce our new mathematics teacher
starting in April 2021. Mr. Nathaniel Bellamy is joining our teaching
staff for the 2021-2022 school year. He is coming from St. Johns, New
Brunswick, Canada. We are hoping that Mr. Bellamy will arrive in Japan
in the coming days to prepare for the new year and adjust to living in
Osaka. Beginning in April Mr. Magistrale will teach all grade 10, 11 and
12 science classes for and Mr. Bellamy will teach all math classes for
grade 10, 11 and 12 students.
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/February 2022 Our First Graduating Class of Grade 12s \

We are excited to have our first graduating students during the upcoming
school year. As we begin the 2021-2022 school year, we are focused on
collectively supporting each one of our 12-A students to complete a
productive and successful year of learning and achievement. Moreover,
we will be assisting them in their search for and applications to
universities in Japan and abroad.
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Hello! My name is Yoshiko Higuchi, the
new BC Program Assistant. | am very
excited to begin my new position at
OGCIS. 1 was born and raised in the
Philippines and moved to Japan during
middle school. Aside from the Filipino
and Japanese culture, | am grateful to
experience diverse cultures from meeting
people with different backgrounds. This
experience has been significantly vital to
me having an international worldview. As
a fresh graduate, | am happy that my role
allows me to support students in a
meaningful way. If there is anyone who is
curious about university life and study
abroad experience, please feel free to
come to the BC office anytime!
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Literacy |10 and Numeracy 10

GII students graduating with a BC Dogwood Diploma must successfully complete the Ministry of Education Literacy and\
Numeracy 10 assessments. In November 2020 grade 10 and 11 students wrote the literacy 10 BC assessment.
Results were released January 18 and Ms. Sadler has shared them with all students. We are pleased with the progress
of our students, and with the improvement and growth in English proficiency of the grade 11s. Students completed the
numeracy assessment on January 27th. Results will arrive from the Ministry on or before March 31st, and Mr.
Magistrale will share results with grade 10 and 11 students.
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COVID-19

/As parents and students are aware the school has followed the Osaka prefecture government’s heightened emergency\
guidelines. Although the government lifted the Osaka emergency measures on March 1st it is important for all students
and adults to follow the safety guidelines carefully each day to reduce the chances of transmission and infection of the
coronavirus. The basic actions of wearing a mask, frequent hand washing and keeping socially distant are critical in
minimizing risk of spreading/catching the virus. If a student has a fever and/or feels ill, you must inform the school
immediately and follow the guidelines. Please review the safety protocols sent home by the school and review them
with your child. The 2020-2021 school year has been filled with uncertainty and as we have all dealt with a global health
crisis. | am proud of our staff and students
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Sooke Homestay Program Postponed

(AIthough we were hopeful that our new and current grade 10 students could enjoy an international study/homestay \
experience in July, we have decided to postpone the trip to 2022. We recognize that this is inconvenient for parents and
students. We based our decision on student health and safety during the ongoing global pandemic and uncertainty and
risks involved with international travel. We also responded to the majority of parents (85%) who informed us in a survey
that they have serious concerns about sending their children to Canada now.
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/Curricular Focus from The OGCIS Teachers
Teachers share a few insights into their unit objectives for
February

Congratulations to all of our grade 10 and grade 11 students on
a successful academic year at OGCIS. In career-life education
students worked hard to learn about self-discovery and learning
about their career and educational pathways. — Mr. Halfyard

I'm very impressed with the amount of growth the students have
shown in this past year in Social Studies 12. When we started
the year with online learning, students were very

apprehensive to participate and share their opinions but now it is
second-nature for them to discuss any topic they are given. In
term 3 we discussed resistance and reconciliation and students
now have tools to help them approach any conflict with a more
critical eye and broadened world-view. It has been an absolute
pleasure to teach this class. — Ms. Allen

It is hard to believe this year is already at a close. | am
extremely proud of all students for persevering and working hard
throughout the year. Students did well to adapt to online learning
and have come a long way since the beginning of the year. |
have seen a significant improvement in both critical thinking and
English communication in all students this year. Both grades are
now busy studying for final exams and | wish them the best of
luck and look forward to the start of next year. — Mr. Magistrale
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