Events & Activities

June 9-14
Rarent-Teacher Conferences

June.l7,
No!School — School Foundation
Day,

July/2-8
Termil Final Exams

July:15
Humanrights presentation| @!
Fenice Sacay;

July,20
Closing Assembly,

July21-31
Summer Course

July22
National Holiday.= Ocean| Day;

July/23
NationallHoliday/= Sports|Day,

Principal’'s Comments

We are well into our first term of the 2021-22 school year and
students have been working hard completing midterms and working
on their BC projects, tests and assignments. Our teachers have been
impressed with our students’ efforts and positive attitudes. We begin
our third year at Osaka Gakugei Canadian International School with
three classes consisting of a grade 10, grade 11 and grade 12 cohort.
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As principal I am pleased to return for the second year to support
students and staff. A focus this year is to ensure our grade 12
students are prepared to apply for and enter a post-secondary
institution in Japan or abroad. We will work closely with the
homeroom teachers and Gakugei High School to support each grade
12 student.
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Finally, I would like to stress the importance of supporting our
students’ social-emotional health and mental wellness. While

academic progress is important, we all share the goal of teaching well-
adjusted and resilient youth. The ongoing global health crisis has
impacted us all in our work and at school. At OGCIS we are aware of
the challenges students face and we are here to assist them when
needed. Students are encouraged to meet with teachers if they need
help with assignments.
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M. G talfyard
OGCIS Principal



Midterm Exams are finished!
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Congratulations to all students for their hard work and concerted efforts to study for each of their
Japanese midterms. We recognize that this is a challenging period and that OGCIS students are
pressured to perform on tests as well as keep up with their BC classes.
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Parent-Teacher Conferences [June 9-14]

Parents will receive communications from homeroom teachers soon regarding selecting dates and
times for 30-minute blocks. Grade 11 and 12 students and their parents will meet with the
homeroom teacher to discuss their progress. Grade 10 students will take part in student-led
conferences in which they present their learning to their parents and teachers for the first half of
the meeting, followed by the homeroom teacher sharing his thoughts on each student’s progress.
All students will receive interim reports from their BC teachers for each subject in mid-June.

fREBMAKICAATIERAN (BIFAEE) EHP(SEERENSBHSELET . HH(FHI30N%Z
FELU. UEAEL12FEFSETCOFERIRRIOVTHIELLET . 10FE(FEARDBIFICEBRDF
BABTZRERL. TZOBBENSEBRIRRICOVTHFELLET ., £z, 6AEI(C. BCIREDinterim
Wort (FRISDIORIREE) ZAERCRAMUET.

COVID -19

As parents and students are aware our school has strictly followed Osaka Gakugei High School
and the Osaka prefecture government’s heightened emergency guidelines. As parents and
students know, the government has extended emergency measures in Osaka to June 20t. Itis
important that all students and adults follow the safety guidelines/protocols carefully each day
to reduce the chances of transmission and infection of the coronavirus. The basic actions of
wearing a mask, frequent hand washing, opening windows, staying away from (small) crowded
spaces, and keeping socially distant (stay 6 meters from others where practicable) are critical in
minimizing risk of spreading/catching the virus. If a student has a fever and/or feels ill, you
must inform the school immediately and follow the COVID-19 guidelines. Please review the
safety protocols sent home by the school and review them with your child.
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Sooke Homestay Program Postponed to
July 2022

Although we were hopeful that our new and current grade 11 students could enjoy an
international study/homestay experience in July, we decided to postpone the trip to 2022 due
to student safety concerns. Next summer our current grade 10 students will combine with new
grade 10s to travel to Sooke, BC. We based our decision on student health and safety during
the ongoing global pandemic and uncertainty and risks involved with international travel. We
also responded to most parents (85%) who informed us in a survey that they have serious
concerns about sending their children to Canada now because of the continued spread of
variants combined with slow vaccinations rates.
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In response to us needing to postpone the Sooke Homestay program for another year, the
current grade 11 students are receiving the Social Studies 10 (Canadian History) from Ms.
Allen. This enables them to receive the 4-credits for SS10 that they would have earned in
July/August at Belmont Secondary in Sooke. Moreover, we are currently exploring offering
grade 11 students an English Immersion late July summer camp experience in Japan. Details
will follow soon.
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Opportunities for OGCIS Students

Global Citizenship Challeng - this is an online course for high school students at the University of
Toronto. For details contact them at InternationalPrograms.utoronto.ca/GCC or
InternationalPrograms.utoronto.ca

Global Citizenship Challenge - MY MKENFETIEREBMIIOA>SFA>I-ATI,
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http://www.internationalprograms.utoronto.cab/

BC Ministry of Education Graduation
Assessments

Literacy 10 and Numeracy 10

All students graduating with a BC Dogwood Diploma must successfully complete the BC
Ministry of Education Literacy and Numeracy 10 assessments. In November 2020 grade 10
and 11 students (currently in grade 11 and 12) wrote the literacy 10 BC assessment. Results
were released in January and Ms. Sadler has shared them with all students. We are pleased
with our students’ progress, in particular with the improvement and growth in English
proficiency of the grade 11s and 12s. Students also completed the BC numeracy assessment
on January 27th. Mr. Magistrale has shared results with all grade 11 and 12 students.
Students generally achieved at a high level relative to provincial numeracy curricular
expectations.
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The next administration of the Literacy and Numeracy 10 assessments is from June 14-23.
Students can write these assessments up to three times with the highest result being
recorded on their official transcripts. The grade 12 literacy graduation assessment will be in
early November.
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Our First Graduating Class

KNe are excited to have our first graduating students during the upcoming school year. As we begin
the 2021-2022 school year, we are focused on collectively supporting each one of our 12-A
students to complete a productive and successful year of learning and achievement. Moreover, we
will be assisting them in their search for post-secondary institutions and their successful
applications to universities in Japan and abroad.
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Staffing Updates

Our final staffing update is to welcome our new mathematics teacher

who started in April 2021. Mr. Nathaniel Bellamy has joined our teaching
staff for the 2021-2022 school year. He is from St. Johns, New Brunswick,
Canada. We are pleased that Mr. Bellamy has safely arrived in Japan and is making the
adjustment to living and working in Osaka. OGCIS teaching assignments for this school year
include Mr. Magistrale teaching all grade 10-12 science classes and Mr. Bellamy teaching all math
classes for grade 10, 11-12 students. Ms. Sadler teaches all 10-12 English Language Arts, Ms.
Allen teaches Social Studies 10 and Capstone 12, and Mr. Halfyard teachers Career Life Education
10 & 11.
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CLE/CLC Curricular Focus

/Mr. Halfyard (CLE 10/11) - | am proud of all of our grade 10 and grade 11 students on a successful start to \
the academic year at OGCIS. In career-life education students have worked hard to understand self-
discovery, goal setting, how others view them and learning about their career and educational pathways.
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Ms. Allen (CLC 12) - This term students have been reflecting on topics such as their learning journey,
personal strengths and weaknesses, and future goals. Through these reflections, students have started to
develop an idea for their capstone project written proposal. From term 2 students will complete their
capstone following the plan they have developed in term 1. With the help of a mentor, students will challenge
themselves to learn something new and build skills for the future while considering what kind of person they
want to become.
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