Events & Activities
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October 17,

October;28-29
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November,3

November/5
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November, 21
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November 23
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December;7-13
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Principal’'s Comments

Greetings from the OGCIS principal, Mr. Gregory Halfyard. It is the
end of September and that means we are more than one month into
of the second term of the 2021-2022 school year. I wanted to
express my gratitude to the staff, students, and parents at Osaka
Gakugei Canadian International School for continuing to support me
in this dynamic and engaging school community. I remain proud and
honoured to have the privilege of being the principal at OGCIS.

Our mission statement is, “To empower future mindful leaders who
will flourish in and enrich a global society.” With the ongoing support
of the host school, we will continue to provide a challenging bilingual
school experience for each of our students that will prepare them for
international opportunities in post-secondary education and their
future careers. I am confident that our grade 12 students will
successfully apply to universities in Japan and abroad the coming
months.
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Evacuation Dirill

Student safety is our priority, and we will hold an earthquake- emergency drill near the end of October.
Ouir first drill will be an earthquake drill and is planned for Wednesday October 20th.
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Parent-Teacher Conferences [November 5-10]

mere will be scheduled parent-teacher conferences for our students and their parents from Friday,
November 5 to Wednesday, November 10, 2021. This is an important opportunity for teachers to
communicate students’ learning and achievement progress with parents and students mid-way
through the school year. Grade 10s will again do a student-led conference and present and
explain samples of their BC school assignments to parents.
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COVID '19 Safety GUldellneS Student Health & Safety

The prefecture has lifted the emergency measures In Osaka as of October 1st. However, we
must continue to be vigilant travelling to and from school and during school hours. The new
COVID-19 safety guidelines and protocols that were distributed on September 1 remain in place.
To prevent spread of the virus, students and staff will continue to wear masks, socially distance,
avoid crowded spaces, and wash our wash frequently. In addition, it is encouraging to see
increasing numbers of students receive their first vaccinations to prevent infection.
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Summer Leadership Camping Experience

It was disappointing for our grade 10 and 11 students to cancel the Sooke Homestay in July and
August for a second year due to the ongoing pandemic. However, we were pleased to be able to
offer a two-week summer outdoor experience to grade 11 students called English Adventures
Happy Campers in Nigiita. Two students participated in this program in August and presented their
experiences to grade 10 and 11 students on September 27th. Along with learning a great deal
about leadership skKills, the students practiced their English language proficiency and showed
significant improvement in their oral, listening, reading skills.
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

OGCIS marked the first ever National Day for Truth and Reconciliation with an
assembly of all students and staff. There were discussions related to Orange
Shirt Day and the history behind the approval of the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation by the Canadian government. As an offshore British Columbia
school, we are proud to provide our students with an education that
acknowledges the historical and ongoing injustices faced by Indigenous peoples
in Canada while incorporating the First People's Principles of Learning in our
curriculum. After midterm exams, students will participate in further activities on
Oct 13.
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If you know of families considering senior high schools for having students learn strong English
language skills and learn the internationally highly rated BC curriculum, please inform them of the open
school sessions at Osaka Gakugei Junior and Senior High School.
Thank you in advance for helping us grow our school community!

Dates: Oct 17 (Sun), Nov 3 (Wed/Public Holiday), Nov 21 (Sun)
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/ Concluding Remarks

We are excited about the potential for student learning and achievement during the second term of our
third academic year. Special thanks to each BC teacher and our Japanese host school homeroom
teachers Mr. lida (grade 10), Mr. Matsumori (grade 11) and Ms. Takakusa (grade 12) for being
valuable members of our educational team. | would also like to recognize our BC staff, assistant Ms.
Higuchi and project program director, Mr. Estrada. Together, we have developed a strong learning
community of learners.
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